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Working through three years of pandemic has changed us, and our 

outlook towards life. It has made us realise the importance of life and 

to be grateful for things that truly matter. This year’s theme, “Shift”, is 

apt for expressing this unsettled situation-one in which we are 

traversing from a global existential crisis to a more meaningful 

communal life. The pandemic has created a direct impact on everyday 

Architecture. Densely populated urban areas became undesirable 

while rural areas with clean air and open spaces gave a much-needed

refuge and respite to many people. Low density and open planning are now a required archetype of urban space. 

Buildings and spaces need to be designed for multiple uses. Tactile urbanism is an important tool to adapt and 

transform our built world based on any circumstance. We need to explore the time-tested techniques of the past. 

Traditionally, spaces have always been designed for multiple uses - from minimal portable furniture to hierarchical 

space planning for maximum space e�ciency. 

Courtyards served not only as the heart of the home programmatically, but technologically offered ample light and 

ventilation to the entire home. Materials and techniques responded directly to the microclimate, and thus were 

indigenous and relevant solutions to any problems. How do we measure sustainability in our designs? Is it by 

importing technology to meet required ratings while ignoring innovative vernacular techniques readily available 

regionally? Do we really need to use imported materials for interiors while we have far superior and locally sourced 

material available in India? Instead, if we harness the local knowledge and build upon it, we can save our villages from 

becoming poor, ine�cient copies of cities. 

We need to understand that urban centres control finance and commerce and thus influence trends that impact the 

whole world. Scalability and multiplicity in design and construction technology are two things that are of utmost 

importance in urban areas. Materials of construction and technologies, and innovations in these fields take 

precedence over what is right. Influence of urban architectural trends can be seen in the way concrete buildings, 

aluminium windows with reflective glasses are cropping up in our villages. So, how can we transfer vernacular 

architecture techniques (many of which may be lost over time) to modern urban spaces so that we may retain our 

past yet empower our future? Every generation is responsible to continue the shift of knowledge to the next 

generations. We need to insist on the ethical practices to save each nation from losing its inherent architectural 

beauty, while copying unsustainable designs from elsewhere. That is the challenge we must accept.

-Alka Tawari
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The project demanded a “Hybrid design” of 
the school where the primary functions 
were teaching and learning in the daytime 
along with two other functions such as

shelter for the homeless (at night) and 
sports community areas.
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- Janhavi Deokar

















- Hrishikesh Sonawane
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Kali khili hai gulab si,

Thodi si komal,

Thodi natkhat,

Hakikat koi khwab si,

Ye Kali khili hai gulab si....

Phudakti hai na khae na soe,

Thodasa daatlo,

To lag jati hai rone,

Maan me reh jati hai yaad si,

Ek Kali hai,

Jo khili hai gulab si.... 

Mayusi me chhip jaati hai,

Murjha ne se itrati hai,

Utarti hai ek jawaab si,

Ek Kali khili hai,

Gulab si.,.

Barish me muskurati hai,

Garmi me sehem jaati  hai,

 Lagti hai koi mithi faryaad si,

Sunna hai ek Kali hai,

Khili ho koi gulab si.....

-Grishma Vasani

The world is evolving, evolving so wide, 

But we can clearly see the divide,

Visit a library once, you'll see,

Not a book or a magazine from the shelf 

is free.

All a library ever wanted was for people 

to come in, Be merry with a cheerful 

grin,

“Teleport them to a fantasy world”, it 

said,

But now this beauty of the library is 

dead.

O' man, O' man  what is it’s fault, you say,

The clouds of the libraries have turned 

gray,

Will  the  olden  days  ever come back?

Where the kids, youth and seniors would 

read instead of books filling into a stack.

-Yashashree Sawant 
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It’s an 

embrace to an artist’s concept.

It’s a powerful expression, an art of making 

memories tangible.

It’s the result of being there, at the right moment.

It’s a motivation to the people to look through your lens.

It’s not just a click, it’s the best view that comes after the hardest trek,

It’s the deepest emotional bond that you share with your beloved ones,

It’s simply how you make others feel.

It’s the revival of the tiny tales in your life, long after you have forgotten everything,

It’s a story which always doesn’t need the words for clarity.

It’s not just a click,

It’s a significant pause....an interstice, a space of essence, a joy to behold.

It’s the power to frame and freeze a moment that’s gone forever,

It’s the ability one possesses to capture souls & just not the smiles.

It’s a deep conversation with light and shadow,

It’s a constant inspiration to focus, keep doing better & to grow.

It’s being “you”.

It’s the stand we take, the choices we make,

It’s the change that we envision to bring, through our head, eyes and heart.

It’s sometimes an acceptance, an exclamation, a rediscovery, an a�rmation.

but at the end, it is simply nothing but a “promise” progressing towards a 

strong belief to

stop dreaming about your bucket list and start living it.

                                                - Tanmayee Wagle



That’s a purple that’s a blue,

I don’t get the difference between the two!

He asked me, “is it purple or its it blue?”

I said “thats a hue!!”

They asked “what’s orange plus purple,”

I said “that’s again a hue!!”

I wondered what was so interesting about the wheel,

Then I realised it was the colour wheel.

Was it purple or was it grey,

i just found that I'm colour blind today

So i just lost some sense of huemor,

But i think i have a good sense of humour.

I got treated today and I saw everything was blue,

The walls, the sky, and I wondered was it all true!

-Anirudh Mahesh
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